PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


K DATE 

31  AiKTUst  1157 

3.  LOCATION 

Palm  Spi'inj^s, 

Ca 1 ifornia 

CONCLUSIONS 

D Wos  Balloon 
O Probotily  Bolloori 
D Po»»tl>lif  Bolloon 

D Wo*  Atrcrolf 

□ Probobly  Aif croft 
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5,  PHOTOS 
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7.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 
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8*  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 
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10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 
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1).  COMMENTS 
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bri'jhter  than  tho  moon. 
Brilliance  constant » 
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Rio  de  JanelrOf  Brazil 


SAUCER  OVER  RIO  DE  JANEIRO  ON  AUGUST 
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[?.iridefatig'ablerr&^archer  Dr.  Olavo  Fontes'has  aent  us  euiother  clipping.  This 
time  it* 3 from  "0  Diario  Carioca”  of  August; 24th  195?i 

p * ^ ™ * 

"A  flying-diso  - or  an  equivalent  bath-tuho-ahapeid  oVject-'t.  wa's-'  secn"  yes- 
terday at  a great  altitude  over  the  Guar^bara  Ray /•  by/ a consid'eJ^  crowd  * ■ 
that  gathered  on  the  two  extremes  of  the  Bay  - Rio  and  Ritoroi>’ 'to  watchfibe- 
tween  jMazed,  and  scared  the  strange  body  zig-zaging  for  more  than  half  an^*‘ *’ 
hour  Ascribing  arcs  of  55  degrees.  After  that  time  several>nohTjldf^ntified 
planes  took  off  trying  to  reach  to  object  which  seem  j;o-..bjB  ^oyer.  the.,  MarkeJ 
• Place  and  Place  XV.  But  soon  the  object  got  more  altitude  and  disappeared. 

The  apparition  of  strange  objects  in  the  skies  of  Hio  de  Janeiro  were  also 
observed  last  Tuesday  (August  20th) , when  the -soarch-lights  of  ships  in  the 
harbor. '•the- airport'  and' the  Sao  Joao  Fortress  tried  to  locate  a body  seemin- 
gly at  1,000  meters.  •' 

"Trying  to  get  official  confirmation  of  the  mentioned  factaV- the  reporter 
interviewed  Colonel  Adamastor  Cantalice,  C.O.  of  the  Galeao  Base,  who  said 
laconically  that,  from  l»is  Base  no  aircraft  took  off  to  pursue  the  objects 
and  that  he  knew'  nothing  about  the  saucers.  He  added  that  from  the  Calabougo 
Airport  no  milit'ary  aircraft'' took  off.  because  there  are  no  military  aircraft 
there,  (Here  he  is  quite  niistalcen.  There's  plenty  of  military  aircraft  in  the 
Calabougo  Airport.'  Editor)’* 

"In  the  section  of  aircraft  of  tho  Thirl  Aerial  Zone,  the  reporter  found 
out  that  on  August  2Qth-(-Tueatav)  a flying  disc  made  its  appearance  on  an  al- 


titude computed  zo  be  1,000  meters  by  the  Santos  Dumont  Airport,  At  once 
$he  search  lights  from  ships  (war- ships)  at  the  >Navy  Yard  of  Ilha  das  Cobras, 
and  Sao  Joao  Portress  were  trained  over  the  object  and  zeroed  it  for  a few 
momenta 'before  It  disappeared^  , ' 


♦ V' 


^ 

-45;/ "Tha  saucer  about ''15i30  (16:50  GMT),  SeVeral  people. 

'.‘whO'Wexo  about ‘to  .board  the  ferry  boat*. 'to  Niteroi  saw  a^.great  crowd  in.- the-  * 

■ '^‘pier  all' commenting  about  flying  saucers*'  Soon,  ferry *.bqat',^Triv^^ 

''from  Niteroi'  brought  all  passengers  commenting  about "flying  saucer  they  had 

• seen  at  15:35  (18:55. GMT)  over  the  Bay  entrance.  During  the  25  minutes  trip 
to  Rio  the.  pass.engerh  saw  the  object  zig-zaging  (or, oscillating?  Ed.)  swiftly, 

• describing  a 55*  degrees  are.  ‘ ’ . • 

, ' The  ob  jec.t  as  described  by  a'  passenger  looked  like  a round  bath  tube  or  a . 

basin,  reverberating  light  as  though,  it  were  made  of  glass-  or  luminous  metal 

.( sic) Passengers  reckoned  the  thing  to  be  really  15  times  as.  great  as  a 

basin.  (Regular  size  about  2 feet,  then  the  body  would  be  50  feet,  wide  or 

10  meters.  Editor). 


n*'* 
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^ *■ 


‘ . "Al3o  in  Palce  XV  people  crowded  in  the  pier  to  watch  the  same  object.  Se- 
veral , aircraft  took  off  trying  to  get'  to  the  same  altitude  as.  the.-,  body.  Among, 
the  .aircraft  ‘there .were;  pursuit  planes.  Soon*,  without  stopping  its -stange,  - 
evolutions  the. saucer  got  mo re^ altitude  and  disappeared..",-.  • j.- 


Can  anybody  tell  me-' what  .was  it?*'*' 
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No  Case  ( Inforisatloa  Oaly) 


21  August  1957 

Los  Angeles,  California 

"Little  Man  Report" 


Aug#2J.— i>an  Francisco, Cal-9pni«Fiery  UFO  a:  loud  iJkyquafce  together  1 1 Aha£>^^.\ 

(+Another  "Mew  Meoc. Crash  ^ Little  Hen"Report  fVbin  L;A , ,Cal. . ( KFI  ^ 
( +Antibiotlc»Ice  used  to  preserve  Seafood  in  Santos, Brazil( Gad! ) > 
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On  the  evening  of  ^JjiSJi5±L.22«i3,  numerous  residents  in  and  around  TOiittier,  Cali- 
fornia reported  vratching  a’  rerearkable  display  of  UFOs.  Among  the  vdtnesses  v/as  Jlr. 
Warner  Little,  his  ivife,  three  teen-aged  sons,  and  his  eight- year-old  daughter  San- 
dra, who  first  told  of  seeing  the  objects.  Running  into  the  house  early  in  the  even- 
ing, she  told  her  mother  ''There  are  tv.o  eyes  looking  at  me  from  the  sky  I"  lirs.  Littl 
v/ashing  dishes,  paid  no  attention.  She  then  told  her  father,  who  vtas  in  the  bedroom^ 
He  looked  out  of  the  west  vrlndow  and  saw  that  there  were  t’-7o  bright,  round  discs  high 
in  the  sIq*-*  Directly  behind  them  xvere  tvro  jets,  recognisable  by  their  exhaust  trails 
The  tine  was  exactly  7i‘19  p.n,  Mr.  Little  ran  outside,  tut  he  could  no  longer  see 
the  objects,  although  the  jets  were  still  visible. 


Thinking  there  was  a chance  that  the  UFOs  might  return,  I.b’.  Little  returned  to 
the  house  and  got  his  telescope.  The  scope,  a Bushnell,  has  a 6o-njm.  objective  of 
910  mm.  focal  length;  he  was  using  a 30-power  eyepiece. 

As  he  Was  setting  up  the  telescope  in  the  yard,  Mrs.  Little  pointed  upt  "Here 
come  two  more  of  them."  While  l-tr.  Little  was  sighting  the  scope  on  these  two  objects 
approaching  slov/ly  from  the  southeast,  someone  else  called  out:  "Look  straight  up  — 
there's  a whole  fleet  of  themi"  Actually,  four  more  objects  were  visible  near  the 
zenith;  no  one  had  seen  them  arrive.  The  two  from  the  southeast  joined  them  and 
stopped. 


The  six  objects  v/ere  grouped  in  pairs:  two  were  to  the  east  of  the  zenith, 

two  to  the  vfest,  and  the  remaining  two  to  the  south.  Although  they  were  hovering 
motionless,  each  appeared  to  be  rotating  upon  its  ov/n  axis.  All  were  inclined  at  a 
slight  angle  toward  the  center  of  the  formation.  Presently  all  six  began  revolving 
in  a circular  motion  around  the  zenith;  this  continued  for  about  five  minutes.  As 
they  circled,  still  in  pairs,  they  rocked  slowly  back  and  forth  toward  the  center 
of  the  circle;  this  peculiar  motion  enabled  the  observers  to  see  the  upper  portion 
of  each  object.  They  vrere  carefully  viewed  through  the  telescope.  All  v/ere  identi- 
cal: they  vrere  solid-appearing,  with  clearly  defirjed  edges,  and  on  the  top  of  each 

object  was  a pronounced  dome-lUce  protuberance.  This  dome  was  not  rounded,  but  ap- 
peared more  "angular,"  and  blended  in  smouLhly  with  the  disc-like  base  of  the  objects 
The  overall  resemblance  to  a Mexican  sombrero  was  striking.  The  thickness  of  the 
objects  was  about  one-tv/entleth  of  the  diameter.  To  the  naked  eye,  the  diameter 
of  each  object  was  about  equal  to  the  diameter  of  a cigarette  held  at  arm’s  length 
(about  the  same  as  the  full  moon).  At  intervals,  one  of  the  objects  would  be  seen 
to  emit  a small  puff  of  smak-e  frpi^  it5t_t.rA-iTing  edgp;  this  smoke  dispersed  quickly. 
It  v/as  noted  that  only  one  member  of  each  pair  did  this. 

When  the  objects  finally  began  moving  avray,  they  did  so  at  a moderately  slow 
speed.  Two  made  a right  angle  to  the  east;  the  other  four  moved  to  the  north  as 
3 close  group,  Mr,  Little  was  tracking  one  of  the  t'.ro  objects  in  the^east,  \7hile 
his  eldest  son  v^atched  throu^  the  eyepiece  of  the  scope,  when  they  saw  the  color 
change  from  a silver  to  a red,  then  orange,  glow.  The  color  change  began  at  the 
base  of  the "super-structure"  on  top.  The  top  of  the  "super-structure,"  as  well  as 
the  edge  of  the  disc,  appeared  to  turn  black. 


At  this  point,  the  disc— centered  on  the  cross  hairs  of  the  eyepiece  at  the 
time — siddenly  vanished.  Looking  up,  Ur,  Little  saw  that  it  had  vanished  entirely 
from  vievr.  The  rest  of  ths  vritnesses  confirmed  that  all  of  the  objects  had  disap 
pcared  instantaneously,  Mr.  Little  checked  the  time:  it  v;as  T;iiO  p.m,  (Sunset 

that  day  vras  about  He  ijimediately  called  the  Pasadena  Air  Defense  Center, 

but  got  a "no  comment''  rep?,y- 


V*hile  the  Littles  v/era  "hatching  the  objects  from  their  yard,  the  aerial  dis- 
play vras  also  being  observt'd,  independently,  by  their  neighbors,  Mr.  Mrs,  John 
Iseli,  and  Mrs,  I.‘.‘eli'3  mother,  tir.  Iseli,  a former  skeptic,  reversed  his  opinions 
abruptly  after  seeing  the  strange  objects.  They  confinned  precisely  v/hat  the  Littles 
had  reported. 


Vfe  are  indebted  to  CSI  members  Idabel  Epperson  and  Jackie  Sanders,  v^o  ob- 
tained the  details  directly  from  the  two  families*  In  addition,  they  interviewed 
at  least  six  other  witnesses,  including: 

An  elderly  lady  named  Mrs.  Fromm,  living  about  two  blocks  from  the  Littles, 
who  spotted  the  objects  as  she  v^atered  her  lawn# 

Mrs.  Eugene  Jones,  who  was  in  the  back  yard  of  her  home,  a mile  away,  when 
she  noticed  them, 

Mr#  St  Mrs,  Thomas  F,  Rogers,  also  of  Whittier,  v/ho,  vrith  a guest,  were  having 
a barbecue  supper  when  they  saw  v/hat  they  thought  v/ere  three  objects  (Living  four 
miles  from  the  Littles,  they  apparently  mistook  the  paired  objects,  as  described 
by  the  Littles,  for  single  objects.  They  did  not  have  the  benefit  of  using  bino- 
culars or  telescope), 

Mr.  Don  T#  Frost,  who  lives  in  Rivera — 6 miles  away.  He  was  with  his  little 
daughter  watching  planes  in  the  s’<y  when  they  beheld  the  aerial  minuet. 

Another  Rivera  resident — who  flatly  refused  to  have  his  name  printed — was 
sitting  on  his  patio.  Ho  was  so  sliaken  by  vdiat  he  ssft  that  it  wasn't  until  a day 
or  so  later  that  he  told  his  wife  about  it — after  he  learned  a neighbor  had  seen 
the  same  phenomenon* 

firs,  Epperson  added  that  a triangulation  of  the  various  reports  was  made;  it 
indicated  an  altitude  of  2,300  feet. 

One  intriguing  aspect  of  this  affair — and  perple>m.ng  as  well—is  the  reported 
abrupt  disappearance  of  the  objects.  The  Research  Section  has  at  least  two  other 
cases  in  its  files  in  vfhich  unidentified  aerial  objects  have  exhibited  this  same 
unorthodox  behavior. 

The  first — a daytime  sighting — took  place  near  LaFnyette,  New  York  in  I-*ay, 
I9U6,  Two  young  men  were  driving  nor+.h  toward  Syracuse  in  an  open  convertible 
when  they  sawr  a laree,  metallic  cylinder  with  sharply  pointed  ends,  poised  motion- 
less in  a clear  sky  northv/est  of  their  position.  After  v/atching  the  phenomenon — 
this  was  a year  before  "flying  saucers"  v/hirled  into  view— for  several  minutes, 
it  abruptly  and  Inexplicably  vanished  from  sight* 

The  second  incident  occurred  on  the  night  of  December  9,  1955»  on  the  Jersey 
Turnpike  near  Teterboro  Airport.  A luminous  green  bullet- shaped  object  with  two 
brilliant  "portholes"  on  the  side  vns  seen  to  cross  the  Turnpike  as  a lovr  altitude 
and  at  close  range,  and  then  to  disappear* 
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'.'’CFDT  la  also  indabtsd  to  Or*  * 01avo«J«atea  Irjrrthe  following  iteas  aOout  aanosxs 
OTWS  3raaili  t—..  < * ■*  . • , 

* ^ ^ 

Froa  "0  Olobo**  .Sapteaber  *Bobarte  Auguato  Menaeeel  Caapos/  'stiulsot'of' 

tiua  .Ouro  Prato  Ms  tall  iure7  SQhool  told.  tbs.  reporters  that  he  saw  ia'the.akp  c^«-  t 
aiag  froii  the  norths  a agraterlotta  lualzioua  hodp,  round  in  shape*  It  oould  be  des- 
pribed  as, a star  ^thou^  its  light  was  opalescent  and  its  speed  iras,^trassndoas» 
tt'Ws  about' 'latJO' (21 V56  Clff)  it  t'he  * euiisei  on  th®  erenlng  of  Aoj^et  '2dth»  .She 
/ witbees  'si^  the  draft*  okde' up' ‘-ohd  down^aoti'ms  on  a straight  lxne>*>lt^ag  nol- 
f aeVisd <>ihdHLef«  1*  - Pxok '•  lta«af«dlbair 'tij*  CXCdlKT ' t CtTil^ . SiftOO* ; Ih^: 

^nidehtifted  PlTlng  Cbjeci's)  ‘rebelved  •lrifo'rslafio*‘tba1k  two 
i e~  ^ tinedheb  had  ' M en  OTdVHiMi 'Oity'-twO'  flying  object  a Miob''aii3ifsrdd-  the 

illisdiitplflohA* 'geno'rdl^  aboaf 'sauders*-'%ls  wds  th>  seoond'lttsae’  toikt  ^temahip 

’^beWed  by -eauoere^'  ■ihe  ' firit-beln^  on  Jfirly  l'4th 'this  year  at  17 1 40^^201 40 
GlOPJrT  ‘6  th  Bip  juices 'CICCU^'^X^  In  formation  that  on  the  aaae 'Angus  t 

24th\a'bodV*tiiU  sue  tine*  two  grewxiish  dbisots'were  se^'over  the  Pedra  Stranoa 
hanch^  neay ‘the  .township  of 'P^rcr''l«eopdl do  1 near  Velhas  SiTsr*' These  objeots 


. pur  sett' topic' Vi li' Ve  "thb  ^^nflru  of  t^' seue'ers  aforsaentloiisd  Vsoa 
Ov^r  the  Stgte  of  Hiou  j^imisV  Again 'Ye ''are  iqddbted  to  Dr*  Ola'^  l^ntos'fpr. 
tde' Infoniatlda.'  A State  l^prese'ntatlwef  on 'the  .▼exy'  sajse  Saturc^x  Augudt  24'th 
atr  1800  (tlt30  dDCP)'  ssnr  a sadber  ooalng'  fro*  tb«  hozth.  Let  us 'plot  it'ovdir  a 
aap  and  see  what  hdppensi  ......  ' - 


¥Jfts4R(K*r 


Branca  SAoh  21t00‘ti|7.  (Vbcut) 
opoldo'(A^t . 21 4 Od  Oltf  7 

o-T^sW  210fl  Wfl  •’  " 


ioTs?:) 


^ - 7 “ 

Olavo  Fontee  from.  Kio  de  Janeiro,  l^indly  aent  a * corroborating 
the^tgWiiiig  over  Vitoria  on  August  30_and  printed,jo»<a.ugu3t  51  by  "A  Tribuna". 
The  cl  ipping''!5as«A,,.^^big  luminous  body  disc  - leaving  a bright", 

blue-green  ^rail  beSimfJitas • s e en  l^a^A'^'gatur d ay  by  several,  people  in  Vitoria,  ITie 

strange  round  "aircraft'*  i the  Convent  of  ier^a,  and  Fith  great 

speed  disappeared  iniiiii  lln‘~"*iii  i |iiii  I iiiinilii'  Um,  mil  I iin  i in  i are  Messers  August  Aze- 
vedo,  Leitenant  AljriTf^astro,  Magno.  da  Silva, ^r&jLf^aA^>;^liveira,  Cezar  Neves, 
Virgilio  •Soi^aar'tr^to,.  Josd  Carlos  Kodrigues  Vale.,  Si  lvio^5lHe«<^C  astro  and  the 
nuns  of^SetSred  Heart  of  Mary.  (Saturday  was  August  51at,  Ed,),  ■ 


SAUegdS  OVER  MIKAS  CENAIS  . 

- CPDV  is  also  Indebted  to  Dr,  Olavo  Fontes  ;by  the  following  items  about  saucers 
o^r  Brazil  t . - ■ 

FroiiSs.’'0  Globo"  September  5th,  "Roberto  Augusto  Meneccal  Campos,  student  of  * 
the.  Ouro  Iheet.o  Metallurgy  School  told  the  reporters  that  he  saw  in  the'  sky  co-* 
ming  from  the'^t^irth,  a mysterious  luminous  body,  round  in  shape,  could  be  des- 
cribed as  a starNklthough  its  light  was  opalescent  and  its  speed  was  tremendous. 
It  was  about  18 :'30  C24.;_^30  GMT)  at  the  sunset  on  the  evenipg^of  August  24th,  The 
/ witness  save  the  craft  ^ade'up  and  dovm  motions  on  a sjbrMght  line}*  it  was  nol- 
/ selesa  and  left  rtd  trail,  Itamarandiba,  theClCOANI  (Civilian  Saucer  In- 

vestigation Center' of  tJnidentiVsed  Flying  0bject^7  received  information  that  two 
ra-li'Bbio' wti'nesbea  had  seen  over  tfrat,  city  two^lying' objects  which' answered  the 
descriptions  generally  made  about  saucers^^f^Thla  was  the  second  time  that  township 
-Z' was , observed  by  saucers,  the  first  beijjg'^n^JHly  14th  this  year  at  17:40  (-20:40 
GMT)'^  ‘ Prbin  'other  sburdea  CICOANI  re^Mved  ihfoittation  that  on  the  same  August 
24th\about  the  same  time,  two  e^^renish  objects  were  sieeh.,pver  the  Pedra  Branca 
Ranch,  neaf  ' the  township  ofl'i^aTO 'Leopoldo,  near  Velhas  RiV»r,  These  objects 
described' a 'hbrlzohtal  av^aight  line  of  flight," 


Our  nex;^.JwSpi.o  will  be  the  'confirmation  of  the  saucers  aforementioned  seen 
ove at e of  Minas  Gerais.  Again  we  are  indebted  to  Dr,  Olavo  Fontos  for 
the  infprmatlbn.'  A State  l^presentative,  on  the  very*  same  Saturday  August  24th 
at*  18:50  (21:50  GMT)  saw  a saiiber  coming  from  the  north.  Let  us  plot  it  over  a 
map  and  see  what  h»nTi*irm, 


30  August  1957 
Victoria,  Brazil 


No  Case  (Information  Only) 

I 


- 7 - 

Dr.  Olavo  Fontea  froa  Ulo  da  Janairo,  itlndly  aenc  %' clipping  oorrotorating 
:he  alghtjng  over  Vitoria  on  Axg^jat  50  and  printed  on  August  31  by  "A  rrit>uua'*. 
'the  clipping  a ay  St  "A  big  lum^iouaT^dy  - aaybe  a flying  disc  - leaving  a bright- 
blua-green  irail  behind,  ^ai  seen  last  Saturday  by  several,  people  in  Vitoria.  'Iha 
stranga  round  "aircraft'*  I'lew  very  low  over  the  Convent  of  lenha,  lUiii  with  great 
speed  disappeared  near  T.ha  airport.,  Aaong  the  witnesses  ore  Uessers  August  Aze« 
vedo,  liSitenant  Aloir  Castro,  Msigno  da  3ilra,  Diogenes  Oliveira,  Cezar  Neves, 
VliVilio  Sousa  Neto^  Jc6^  Carlos  Kodrigues  Valut  oilvlo  no.’Qero  Castro  and  the 
nuns  of  Sacred  Heart  of  Hary.  (Saturday  was  August  31st.  Sd.)'. 
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1-17  S3PT3I-S3R  1957  SIGHTINGS 


DATS 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 
5 

5-6 

7 

9-10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

12 

12 

lU 

14 

15 

16 
16 
17 
17 
17 
17 


LOCATION 

Chitose  AFB,  Japan 
Canton^  Ohio  (CASS  MISSING) 

Fort  Meyers,  Florida  {CAS3  MIS3IKC) 

Kelly  AFB,  Texas 

Yuoia,  Arizona 

Presque  Isle  AF3,  Maine 

Ohio,  Wisconsin  Area 

Key-Archbold,  Ohio 

Via  le  6 , north  Ddc  ota 

Upland,  California 

West  Germany 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
Portland,  Oregon 
Waealus  AFB,  Libya 
lackland  AFB,  Texas 
IJS  France 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Be llwoofi , Nebraska 
Osan  AFB,  Korea 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
Lincoln  County,  Nevada 
Southern  Italy 
Pccoc , New  Mexico 

St  Louis,  Missouri  ' 

Columbus,  Ohio  (CASK  MISSIl^) 
Gravllle,  Illinois  (CASE  KI3SIUG) 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 


OBSER'/Sa 

Military 

Military 

Civilian 

Military 

Military 

^5ult^ 


Civilian 


PHYSICAL  S) 


Military 

Military 

Military 


DAR) 


Military 


Civilian 

Civilian 


EVALUATION 

Other  (fiSGATIVS  FLAW) 

Aircraft 

Astro  (star) 

Astro  (V3IKJ3) 

Other  (TOW  TAPG3T) 
Insufficient  Data 
Astro  (aurora) 
Insufficient  Data 
Astro  (meteor) 
Insufficient  Data 
Astro  (MSTSORS) 

Other  (chaff) 

Aircraft 
Aircraft 
Other  (BIRDS) 

Balloon ‘ 

Other  (RADAR  MJlLFUilC'flON) 
Insufficient  Data 
Balloon 

Insufficient  Data 

Other  (iKCONSIS'iSirr  DATA) 

Aircraft 

Astro  (t4BTS0R) 

Insufficient  Data 

Balloon 

Aircraft 

Aircraft 


ADDITIONAL  REPORl’ED  SIGHTIICS  (ROf  CASES) 


DATE 


IjGGATIOK 


SOURCE 


EVALUATION 


Sep  Universe 

Early  Sep  Ll^atuba  Beach 
10  Pleasant  Valley, 


Hew  York 


Science  News  Ltr 
APRO  Bulletin 
rievsc  lipping 


•?. 


rni/ 

v,_.n 


Well,  enough  for  thla  case.  I had  a rather  interesting  situation 
here  of  a case  reported  by  an  astronomer  who  certainly  should 
know  better  (!)  to  whom  an  unusual  sighting  was  reported  and 
he  stated  in  letter  that  there  was  nothing  astronomical  about 
it.  It  took  only  a glance  to  note  that  the  person  had  observed 
the  ocultation  of  the  planet  Saturn  by  the  moon  on  the  evening 
of  August  31.  The  observer  reported  a light  brighter  than  the 

moon  practically  on  top  of  the  moon!  He  also  reported  that  the 
light  suddenly  went  out.  Of  course  it  did.  The  light,  Saturn, 
was  eclipsed  for  the  better  part  of  an  hour  by  the  moon!  It 
takes  all  kinds  to  oiake  a world* 


K h 


‘t  It;  • 


'W- 

f-V  ‘ 


I . ‘ 


NEW  MEXICO  COLLEGE 
OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  MECHANIC  ARTS 


PHYStCAL  SCIKNCE  LABORATORY 

BOX  B48 

BTATC  COLLEGE.  NEW  MEXICO 

AOJACCNT  TO  AND  COOAIMATINC  VWJTH 
WHITE  BAND*  PAOVING  GROUND 

16  Sept.  1957 


TXLaAHOHXl 
LAS  CRUCES.  N.  M. 
JACAbDn  S'SStI 


Lt.  John  B.  Greene 
216  N.  Calla  Santa  Rosa 
Palm  Springs,  California 

Dear  Lt.  Greene; 


Ttiank  you  for  the  communication  of  your  very  interesting  observation. 
Kvid^ntly,  it  was  no  known  astronomical  object.  It  la  remarkable  that  an 
object  of  such  small  angular  dimension  would  be  brighter  than  the  moon  - 
hence,  the  source  of  Its  light  must  have  been  from  some  high  temperature 
of  its  own  and  not  reflection  of  any  light. 


Unfortunately,  1 was  not  home  when  you  tried  to  call  me.  If  the  object 
were  as  high  as  50  miles  or  more,  it  would  have  been  visible  from  Las 
Cruces  in  the  low  southwest,  and  we  would  have  been  able  to  measure  its 
height  by  parallax. 


I shall  send  i copy  of  your  letter  to  my  friend,  Lr.  J.  Allen  Hynek,  at 
the  Smithsonian  Aetrophysical  Observatory  at  Gombrldgs,  V.asaacbusetts. 
Until  recently,  he  ccubiucted  an  analysis  of  reported  observed  objects  of  this 
kind  while  ha  was  professor  at  Ohio  State  University  where  he  had  a contract 
to  study  such  reports.  1 am  sure  that  he  will  be  oympathetic  and  he  may  be 
able  to  offer  a plan  of  action. 


The  object  you  witnessed  certainly  ought  to  receive  some  scientific 
analysis.  If  some  other  observer  within  100  miles  also  saw  it,  it  would  pro* 
vide  important  information  on  height,  absolute  magnitude,  etc. 


Enclosed  is  a copy  of  an  account  of  the  strangest  sight  1 have  ever 

vitn.j.j3ed.  du  ■.■nav  keen  It. 

Jt  4- 


Sincerely  yours. 


CWTtds 


CLYDE  .Y,  TOMBAUGH 
Astronomer 


